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ciently bad enough to make almost anyone shy about

‘ve been told that the worst city in the nation to drive
driving their new car through the city let alone a one-off BY JED RAPOPOQT
1957 Chrysler.

in and around is Boston. | have driven the streets of
that city many times and | admit that the meandering
layout combined with aggressive drivers makes getting

around a challenge. The reputation of the area is suffi
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jwas invited by collector Michael Porne

_= to come to Boston and experience hi
ance = ]
o057 Chrysler Boono first hang The paticulor

gy we chose for our meeting fumed out 6 pe

«sic early winter New Englandg olo

~la T withy

i it 10N faling ond a cold, damp chillin the gir
| .,J-r.'i1hir'l 24 hours of our meeting the ground wil
ne covered with snow. On account of the
weather. | was half expecting Pomergnce 10
axCUSe himself from giving me the promised
wde. | would not be quick to take this car aut in
e rain let alone in Boston midday traffic if it
were mine but Pomerance is one of those col-
jectors who recognizes that cars, unlike fine
paintings, are meant to be driven, He generally
agvoids driving this car in such weather but this
fme he was going to make an axception

imet him at the appointed time and he hod
the car out of the garage and ready to go. My
first impression of seeing the car was that under-
siofed elegance never goes out of style. The car
is very well proportioned. The long hood and
short coupe body and relatively short rear deck
ore oggressive without pushing a performance
image. The overall look of the car is reminiscent
of the Bentley Continental. In fact, for an lfalion

custorn bodied car it is very English in its overall
feel The elegonce is carmied right on through the
plush passenger compartment. Settle into the
thickly podded seats covered in fine leather
while pondering the flat doshiboard covered in
el wood and you canimaogine being
#aled in any number of plush luxury
ars from Rolls-Royce or Jaguar.
Clearly designed to be owner driven
With o back seat of litle use except to
Pul packages or a child, the car is
®duipped with a rare for the era,
Power operated moon rocf, a feature
Uinterast only to an owner/driver
Pomerance drives the Chrysler as if

"were a modern car. Perhaps that

This Chrysler was one of only two
American chassis bodied by
carrozzeria Boano. The styling of
the car was obviously of the same
lineage as the custom-bodied
Chryslers produced by Ghia in
the '50s.
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shouled neal baer surg risiracy. Thiey e is Farangsr] oy £
1956 ¢ sheyslesr 300 B e byeannis et eclesarts tes £l
whealbose of 119inches, worss the orgingl 1246
inches, giving thes cor e wonyg mmcinocgesrtile size
Parformonce is niol Irsckingg. The 35A4-cutic.-iret
Hemi V8 hos beon cofnplately rebilt by Bricn
Schoenaer aond the prerrforrneanees eaf thee urit is <t
or above the original specificoations
Pomerance guidecd the cor onte the Bas
sachusetis Turnpike and put his foot into the o
celerator. The 350-plus horses carme on strong
and flung us into rmidday traffic in o
style fitting of a seasoned Boston
driver, passing our fair share of trof
fic. Troffic did not allow space to
properly engage the paossing gear !
but it was clear that there was
plenty of power to spare
Pomerance piloted the car
through tumpike traffic and eventu-
ally exited heading for the upscale
town of Brookline. It was not a far
stretch to imagine cruising the streets
of Paris. where the car probably
spent most of its life. We eventually

stopped to take some photos with
the Boston skyline just visible in the gloom beyond
Boano is not one of the better known car-
rozzeria but it was one of the most influenticl. Fe-
lice Mario Boano was responsible for reviving the

Ghio company in 1944, at the request of Ghia's

YRS why



Wik B SRS Uiy St Inbodl numiters Of CQs mainly On
ooy Chrasis. His Josians wate aninstant sansalion on the show
SO CICUE, M oo 30ty cunved lines and Bodias that on-
webopy the chassis, Hs ooy Jesigns weant so far os to enclhose the
mot w iR with rermovale shirts

)

SR PEmained O amall company geared toward alian:

S8

Clearly designed to be owner driven with
a back seat of litile use except to put
packages or a child.

produced chassis until 1950 when Chryslar, in search of new
styling and body building expertise, began to establish ties
with Pinin Farina and Ghia. These new contacts resulted in
the first Ghia-bodied Chirysler, dubbed the Plyrmouth XX-500
The car was unattractive but the cost of production caught
the attention of Chrysler brass and they realized that Ghig
could produce one-off cars far more cost effectively than
Chrvsler could in house. This led to the long line of Ghia-bod
ied show cars and limited production cars based on
Chiyaler chossis,

Boano was not convinced that the new ties to Chrysler
wete the proper direction for the company. He felt that maore
attention should be paid to the Turinese Companies most
paticulatly Fiat. In 1953 Boano left Ghia and struck out on nis
own. He and his son, Gian Paolo Boano, designed and pro-
duced bodies for many talion companies with perhaps thai
work for Ferar in the mid- to late '50s thair best known. In the
late 50z Boano closed his shop and he and his son went 12
work for Fiat thus ending their carears as custom body
Luikdars in the kalian radition

This Chirvsler was ong of only hwo Amernican chassis bodiaed
Ly Boano, The styling of the car was obwviously of the same in
eage Os the custom-bodied Chiyelams producaed by Ghiain the

S0z Shl many faatures on the car were clearly Boano. The
cunve at the ront of the rear fenderns sweaps ovet the Goos
ever so ightly. This seemingly insignificant shvling paeint s imess
ot when you Considar e oxtra work necassan ta aoaam
plish it This fouch is consistent with other Boane designs of the
prenod and was Cleduly done 1o mainkain the poopar Do
tions of e Gesign,

weant conespondence with Gian Paolo Boane has pro
ducod anwoll documentodd Bistory Bo oo wilth this oor Oedkened
P I Al TS By Glanni Agnell the canwas to Do a "2 sout
o with o posorful mwdem mechamieal svstem g chos
she Bribisheshvle coupe, ot o mocioms shoagse, The basic Goshn
shaho s fook st o dons. A Aginedi chiose Bis favaite one
s o Bl siog e skoteh o Tmoston s to!] was cresathest I
P ey By oo by ston 300 Chossis weos ootenes . By the

tall ab 1955 e Doy paneds wero woldlodd Bo Hie chassis 1
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e cor ond its cwnership w

Pomerance and | continued our test
grive through the center of Boston The

¢ 2ggressive growl of the exhoust on

the elegant shape

Qa

he Boano body

make this co

]

draw plenty of attention

LaAl
i

ven joded Bostonians recognized this car
03 sometning special. In the fight confines
of center city traffic the car is s docile 1o
fhondie gs o new Codillac. Of course, the
new Codiloc doesn’'t have a Hemi engine
nder the hood

We armived back at the garoge where the
tor is stored and carefully dried it off and
Covered it. The next time the cor sees daoy-
kgnt the weather should be much im-
Foved. You may wonder what someons
W0 owrs such o fontastic cor drives daily in
%05t0r Although Pomerance drives the
B00re g one of his other collector cars on
Pecicl occasions, he dossn't own a regular
¥ He freely admits that owning o regulor
" in Boston is meore hassles than it is worth,

s areal

car collector
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d  &PROMOTIONAL CARDS!

Personalized cards featuring your car, truck
or bike! » Perfect for shows & club events
Show off your restoration « Feature the
latest in merchandise & parts  Market
clothing & accessories = Call now for
information & a FREE sample kit”
*Mention you saw our ad in this magazine
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Quality Since 1973
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Note: We are DEM manufaciuress since 1973, We can supoly 1 o 100
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Kepich Exhaust Inc.

1-800-365-576<

17370 Alico Center Road, Fort My.rs, Flo: -

> 33912

FAX/Ph: 813-267-2550 business: 813-489-4175 home
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